Focal hypokalemic paralysis: report of 2 cases and review of the literature.
Hypokalemia is one of the most frequent electrolytic disturbances encountered in clinical practice. It usually presents with symmetrical generalized muscle weakness and, on occasions, with arrhythmias. There are scarce reports of cases presenting with asymmetric or focal weakness in the literature and no systematic reviews on the subject. Therefore, our aim is to describe 2 cases of hypokalemic paralysis that presented as monoparesis and to review the literature on focal hypokalemic paralysis. Hypokalemic paralysis is usually reversible. However, it can be fatal if the diagnosis and treatment are delayed. It is important to take into account this presentation because failure to recognize it could lead to misdiagnosis, delaying the adequate treatment.